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A STUDY VACATION UNDER THE MEDITERRANEAN SUN, TO FALL 
IN LOVE WITH THE CLASSICS, MEET NEW FRIENDS FROM  ALL 
OVER THE WORLD AND LIVE AN UNFORGETTABLE SUMMER

This program is based on the  formula of (Hyphe)nology, the successful 
summer course for teens that has been running on the Island of Lesvos 
for years (see: http://www.hyphenology.com/)  but it adds a strong focus 
on classics.

This program is conceived for kids 14 to 17, with an interest for classic 
cultures in the broadest sense. As an example: in the UK students 
preparing GCSE, Six Form or A level, german students attending the 
Gymnasium, students from Liceo Classico in Italy (for them we offer 
additional courses in greek and latin literature taught in Italian)

It is also, of course, a vacation with plenty of time to relax, enjoy the 
island and get to know other students.
The main goal of the program, from the “academic” point of view, is to 
“ignite”, rekindle or feed the passion for classical studies.

All courses/workshops, both in their content and in their cross-subject 
approach, aim at making the classics come alive, with constant 
connections and reference to contemporary culture and history.

Participants will take away many interesting concepts that will certainly 
help them when they return to their schools but, above all, we want 
them to go back home with a new/renewed passion for studing the 
classics as a “pleasure” and not a “duty”.

Students whose native language is not English will also have the 
opportunity to practice and refine it both in class and outside. All 
this...under the Mediterranean sun!

 Sigri, Isle of Lesvos
June 29th - July 13th 2014 

info@growingbrains.org
http://lesvos2014english.wordpress.com/

http://www.hyphenology.com/
http://www.hyphenology.com/
http://lesvos2014english.wordpress.com/
http://lesvos2014english.wordpress.com/


A PROGRAM WITH THE RIGHT MIX OF 
CULTURE, FUN AND RELAX 

A two-week study vacation, from June 
29th to July 13th, on the isle of Lesvos, 
Greece for qualified teens 14 to 17 years 
old. Two weeks in which the kids will attend 
courses and seminars on classical culture, 
history, literature, enjoy  “beach life”, meet 
friends from other countries but with similar 
interests in the small village of Sigri, a town 
not touched yet by mass tourism.

Two one-and-a-half-hour classes in the 
morning, then lunch, beach and relax for 
everybody. In the late afternoon we’ll get to 
know Sigri and its environs, also through 
activities to make a meaningful contribution 
to the community (in partnership with an 
environmental association, the Petrified 
Forest Museum and a support center for 
children with disabilities). A way to get to 
know the others but, through them, get to 
know ourselves.

After dinner we’ll watch the stars, a movie 
or simply we’ll hang out together..

Two courses to choose from several 
exciting options, all taught by 
passionate, qualified teachers

THE COURSES

Luca Scarlini

• Sappho: the Poet and Her Myth

Elisabeth Sawyer

• War and Society in Ancient Greece

• Gender in the Ancient World

Terry Walsh

• Politics, Morality and Rhetoric: An 
analysis of the revolt of Mytilene in 
Thucydides' Peloponnesian War

Emily Jane Clifford

• Love Love Love – the Eternal Flame of 
the Classics



C O U R S E S
In the following pages, you will find a description of the 
courses offered, together with a bio of the teachers.

Each student can attend two courses, each structured 
on 10, 90-minute lessons (one per week day).

When pre registering, each student will provide her/his 
choice of courses in order of interest. By the end of 
february, given the response received, we will decide 
which ones will be activated. Students/families can then 
confirm enrollment or cancel without penalties if they 
could not get two of their top three choices.

The program will take place if we will reach a minimum 
of 15 attendants.



SAPPHO: THE POET AND HER MYTH

The poet who invented love lyrics shines like a 
gem in the memory of antiquity. In Lesbos, island 
of poetry, where she shared her inspiration with 
Alcaeus , the memory of this “lady of the verse” 
still lingers on. She has been credited with many 
different identities: unlikely love slave to Phaon, 
the old and ugly boatman of Mytilene, until her 
suicide, queen of her students in the “thiasos” she 
founded to honour Aphrodite or, finally, powerful 
enchantress. These are all different facets of one 
mythical figure , to which Ovid has contributed 
strongly , inserting her as the only real creature 
amongst the heroines of mythology.

Since classical antiquity, Sappho has been the 
protagonist of many legends , often conflicting 
with one another, often translated into novels , 
poems , songs, operas, films. She inspired people 
who were looking for a different way of life, in 
contrast with what society allowed. The small 
“corpus” of the poet that survived until us , is one 
of the most beloved playgrounds for the 
imagination, popping up, even if disguised, in the 
least obvious contexts.

The course will explore this topic , using 
iconography , literature, film, and rock music, up 
to the more recent transformations (including the 
song “A girl like Sappho” by London-based indie 
band The Tribes ). 

From Grilparzer to Daudet , from Tsvetaeva to 
Yourcenar , Sappho becomes the point of 
reference for continuous iterative exploration.

We will start from one or two introductory lectures 
to set the framework and identify possible 
directions for the enquire. Then, together with the 
students, we’ll research and discuss the various 
aspects with constant reference between past and 
present 

Luca Scarlini
Luca Scarlini (Florence, 1966), after a degree in 
Florence (History of Theatre) continued his studies 
in England. Playwright, essayist,  translator, art 
administrator and editorial consultant for many 
publishing houses, he writes, he teaches in many 
universities in Italy and abroad about relationships 

between literature and music, and the 
relationships between myth and histoty of culture.  
He is teacher of History of Performing Arts for Fine 
Arts Academy, Brera, in Milano; he does work for 
different theatres  and universities in Europe (in 
Geneva, Vienna, Bruxelles, Ghent).  He taught in 
many universities and schools of art, now he is 
teacher in IED school for design and fashion in 
Milano, and in Holden School in Torino. As a 
storyteller he works in many theatres and festivals, 
having a long relationship with festivaletteratura, 
Mantoua, where he makes every year a story 
devoted to a woman in History and Culture (in 
edition 2013 his work was devoted to Sappho). 
Between his recent books:  Lustrini per il regno 
dei cieli (Bollati Boringhieri), Sacre 
sfilate (Guanda),dedicated to fashion in the 
Vatican, Un paese in ginocchio (Guanda), The 
syndrome of Michael Jackson (Bompiani), Andy 
Warhol superstar (Johan and Levi), The stolen 

Sappho: the  Poet and Her Myth



POLITICS, MORALITY AND RHETORIC: AN 
ANALYSIS OF THE REVOLT OF MYTILENE IN 
THUCYDIDES' PELOPONNESIAN WAR

Our primary/ancient source: Thucydides, History of the 
Peloponnesian War,book 3, 2.1 – 3, 50.3

Thucydides’ account of the revolt of Mytilene makes it a 
turning point in the great war between Athens and Sparta; 
he wrote his account to show how, from early on in the 
war, the Athenians were prepared to act in truly 
devastating and inhuman ways to retain their power and 
wealth. Thucydides wished his history to be useful to 
posterity; to what extent can we learn from him about our 
own, modern problems that arise from power and wealth?

1. Background to the revolt – the Athenian Empire – 
Mytilene’s dominance on Lesbos – its favoured 
position in the Empire – the War with the Spartan 
alliance – the plague at Athens – the Mytileneans 
make their move

2. Thucydides’ account – what he tells us and what he 
does not –the modern media 

3. Why did the Mytileneans revolt – democracy and 
oligarchy – ideology in modern politics

4. Thucydides’ purpose – the unusual nature of the 
revolt – introduction to the Debate at Athens

5. Background: Athenian domestic politics and the 
Peloponnesian War – Cleon and the radical 
democrats 

6. The (2nd) Debate on Mytilene I: veracity and sincerity 
of Thucydides – who was Diodotus?

7. The Debate on Mytilene II: Cleon’s speech (Session

8.  The Debate on Mytilene III: Diodotus’ speech 

9. The Debate on Mytilene IV: the aftermath …… and 
Melos 

10. Morality, rhetoric and propaganda – then and now

TERRY WALSH

Head of Classics, Culford School, Bury St Edmunds, 
Suffolk (since 2008)

1979-82    Postgraduate – King’s College, London

1976-79      Undergraduate – King’s College, London

1969-76     St. Malachy’s College, Belfas                                               

B.A. in Classics (II i), King’s College, London

M. Phil. in Roman Literature, King’s College, London

Teacher of Classics, St. George’s College, Weybridge, 
Surrey (1982-84)

Teacher of Classics, French and Spanish, Davies’s 
College,London (1984-90)

Teacher of Classics, Alleyn’s School, Dulwich, London 
(1990 – 2001)

Politics, Morality and Rethoric

http://lesvos2014.files.wordpress.com/2013/11/9788804571452g.jpg
http://lesvos2014.files.wordpress.com/2013/11/9788804571452g.jpg


WAR AND SOCIETY IN THE ANCIENT WORLD

In ancient Greece, war was all around. Everyday pottery 
shows heroes departing for battle, or sparring over the 
bodies of their fellow soldiers. Plays depict war brides and 
veterans returning home. Homer’s Iliad immortalized both 
the brave deeds of the Greeks as well as the lives lost. But 
how did these myths compare with the realities of the 
Persian and Peloponnesian Wars? We study how war 
affected warriors, women, children, foreigners and slaves in 
Greek literature, history and art, and how these ancient war 
stories have been retold in our own modern age.

1. Greek gods and war: Ares, Zeus, and the war of the 
Titans and the Olympians.

2. Warrior women of myth: Athena, the Amazons, and 
Atalanta the Argonaut.

3. Why heroes fight: the ‘Heroic Code’ of the Iliadic 
warriors.

4. The fall of Troy and the return home: Helen, 
Andromache, Odysseus and Agamemnon.

5. Come back with your shield – or on it: Spartan 
society and customs.

6. Winning against all odds: The Persian wars.

7. Inside the Athenian assembly: rhetoric and voting for 
war.

8. How to treat the defeated: the fates of Plataea, 
Mytilene, and Athens.

9. Commemorating war: funerals, eulogies, and 
memorials.

10. War and society: ancient and modern perspectives 
compared.

ELIZABETH SAWYER

D.Phil. candidate, Trinity College, Oxford (2009-2013)

Thesis title: The Reception of Thucydides in contemporary 
America

M.Phil.Classical Languages and Literature, Trinity College, 
Oxford (2007)

Thesis title: The end of the Odyssey

B.A. Literae Humaniores, Trinity College, Oxford (2003)

Tutor JACT Classical Civilisation and Ancient History Summer 
School (July ‘12,‘13,‘14)  teaching a wide variety of subjects 
across the classical civilisation curriculum.

Course Manager, Oxford Summer Courses Summer 2011)

Junior Dean, Harris Manchester College (2010-11 academic 
year)

War and Society in the Ancient World

http://lesvos2014.files.wordpress.com/2013/11/9788804571452g.jpg
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GENDER IN THE ANCIENT WORLD

What do we mean by ‘gender’ and ‘sex’ in the world of 
ancient Greece and Rome? Many of our sources about the 
ancient world contain depictions of men and of women, but 
we often interpret them using the perspectives of our own 
modern societies. How did ancient social constructions of 
gender affect people’s everyday lives? Do the 
characterisations of men and women in literature and art 
reflect these constructions or challenge them?

1. Creation myths (Hesiod’s Ages of Man, Semonides’ 
evolution of women, Pandora).

2. Sex and the city-state: the legal position of women 
in Athens and Rome.

3. When is a gune not a gune? From courtesans, 
prostitutes and live-in lovers, via priestesses, poets 
and philosophers, to entrepreneurs, martyrs, and 
empresses.

4. What makes a man a man? From Greek andreia to 
Roman virtus.

5. Did ‘heterosexuality’ and ‘homosexuality’ exist in the 
ancient world? From Sappho and Plato’s 
Symposium to Catullus, Ovid, and Roman graffiti.

6. Is this a phallus I see before me? Imagery of fertility, 
prosperity and power in Greece and Rome

7. Men playing women playing men: gender and the 
theatre in Greece and Rome.

8. Witches and wizards: was magic gendered in the 
ancient world? Magic in literature and practice from 
Homer’s Circe and Virgil’s Daphnis and Amaryllis, to 
the evil eye, curse tablets, and binding spells.

9. Men’s and women’s bodies in ancient medicine: 
anatomy, pregnancy, and the ‘wandering womb’ in 
Hippocrates and Galen.

10. Reflection and conclusion: was gender more 
important in the ancient world than it is today?

ELIZABETH SAWYER

D.Phil. candidate, Trinity College, Oxford (2009-2013)

Thesis title: The Reception of Thucydides in contemporary 
America

M.Phil.Classical Languages and Literature, Trinity College, 
Oxford (2007)

Thesis title: The end of the Odyssey

B.A. Literae Humaniores, Trinity College, Oxford (2003)

Tutor JACT Classical Civilisation and Ancient History 
Summer School (July ‘12,‘13,‘14)  teaching a wide variety 
of subjects across the classical civilisation curriculum.

Course Manager, Oxford Summer Courses Summer 2011)

Junior Dean, Harris Manchester College (2010-11 
academic year)

Gender in the Ancient World
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LOVE LOVE LOVE THE ETERNAL FLAME OF THE 
CLASSICS

Trace your way through the great literature, art and history of 
the ancient world as we discover how they loved, laboured 
and lost the Classical way. As we go we will explore how, two 
thousand years later, the good vibrations live on.

Peek behind the veil:

1. Will you be my Valentine? Passionate parody from the 
Latin love elegists et alia.

2. Poker face: playing the game Ovid’s way. How to ask a 
girl out and other ars amatoria.

3. Hit me baby one more time: victims, violence and 
venatio amoris.

4. A taste of a poison paradise: love and sickness in 
Greek tragedy

5. Blurred lines: seduction, transgression and dropping 
the veil from Zeuxis and Praxiteles to Ovid’s Pygmalion 
and Shakepeare’s A Winter’s Tale.

6. You’re so vain: narcissism and self-consciousness. Is beauty 
in the eye of the beholder? From Ovid to Salvador Dali.

7. “These violent delights have violent ends and in their triumph 
die, like fire and powder which, as they kiss, consume”: fire, 
flames and fearsome heroines.

8. We no speak Americano: the lure of the orient, decadence 
and debauchery. Meet Medea, Cleopatra, Dido and the 
femme fatale.

9. Dulce et decorum est: love of one’s country and militia 
amoris.

10. Tell me your own politik: civic duty, pietas, carmen et error.

EMILY CLIFFORD

(2013) Teacher of Classics, Wycombe Abbey School, 
Buckinghamshire, United Kingdom

(2008 – 2009) Kennedy Scholar: Special Student at the Graduate 
School of Arts and Sciences, Harvard University. Studied Virgil’s 
Eclogues and Georgics; Shakespeare; Pompeii (art and 
archaeology); the Northern Renaissance; museology (Peabody 
Museum); fine art; and Proust.

(2005 – 2008) M.A. (Cantab) from the University of Cambridge, 
Downing College. Classics (Parts I & II): Starred Double First 
Class Honours. Ranked first in Classics (Part IA, 2006).

Wace Medal (greatest distinction in Classical Archaeology, 2008); 
Buchanan Scholarship (First Class results in 2006; 2007; 2008); 
Browne Scholarship (Classical Art and Archaeology, 2007); HAT 
Book Prize (2007); Henry Arthur Thomas Travel Exhibition (from 
Classics Faculty, 2006); Cesaresco and Corbett Summer Travel 
Award (Part IA, 2006).

Specialised in Virgil’s Aeneid; the art of collecting; aegean 
prehistory; and the poetics of classical art.

(2007– 2008) President, Classics and Ancient History Society 
(“the Herodoteans”), University of Cambridge.

(2009 – 2011) Graduate Diploma in Law and Postgraduate 
Diploma in Legal Practice, BPP Law School, London 
(Distinction).Classics (Parts I & II): Starred Double First Class 
Honours.

President, Classics and Ancient History Society, University of 
Cambridge, 2007–08

love love love The eternal flame of the 
classics
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For more information please write to
info@growingbrains.org

Or visit

http://lesvos2014english.wordpress.com/
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